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“Narrow Your Focus and Succeed Wildly”

For a few minutes, I’d like you to think 
simplistically.  Imagine a straightforward 

nonprofit conservation world represented by 
the pie chart below with slices representing 
environmental education, environmental 
advocacy, and land protection.  There are 
other categories I could include in the pie 
chart (research, environmental management, 
etc.), but I’m simplifying.

 Organizations in these categories 
complement one another by doing what 
each organization does best, benefiting 
conservation as a whole.  Of course there 
is overlap in what nonprofits do, but 
conservation nonprofits generally have a 
strategic focus represented by one or possibly 
two of these categories, and again, I’m 
simplifying.
 Nonprofit environmental education and 
environmental advocacy groups are generally 
better known and understood.  I’d like you 
to consider how the relatively quieter land 
conservation community forms an equal and 
critical slice of the pie. 
 Without land conservation organizations, 
the nonprofit conservation circle is 
incomplete.  People can be educated about 
conservation, and advocate for conservation, 
but without the complement of the on-the-
ground land conservation work by land trusts 
and other conservation nonprofits there 
is no circle, just as there is no circle without 

environmental education or advocacy.
 Land trusts fill a very specific niche within 
the land conservation world.  Although our 
25-word full mission statement fully fleshes 
out our work, here’s my stripped down eight-
word version:

We preserve private land 
for public benefit, forever.

 Twenty-two years ago KHLT’s focus was 
land conservation, recycling and trail work as 
we navigated the new territory of private land 
protection in Alaska.  Over time we matured 
into a strategic land protection organization, 
seeing value in the theory of “narrowing your 
focus to succeed wildly.”  
 To make sure we never stray from our area 
of expertise, and to make the best use of your 
generous donations, we are crafting a new 
three-year strategic plan to ensure that our 
focus remains on target.
 It is an especially opportune time to do 
so, as I am pleased to report that we recently 
accepted a special dispensation of $850,000 
restricted to land acquisition to preserve 
salmon habitat and protect water quality 
on lower Kenai Peninsula rivers.  This vote of 
confidence provides us with an opportunity 
and an obligation to strategically use these 
restricted one-time funds.  
 I’ve penned the eight words from the box 
above in fat magic marker at the top of my 
strategic planning notes. The sideboards for 
our strategy will be as follows:

We will:
Steward the land we are obligated to 
permanently preserve;  Work to retire 
or transfer existing projects that are not 
strategic; Complete strategic, high impact 
new land protection projects; Become 
accredited through the Land Trust Alliance 
professional accreditation process; Raise 
sufficient funds to fulfill our mission; and
Enhance our organizational capacity.

 This strategic focus will allow our piece of 
the conservation pie to better serve the long-
term goal of land conservation on the Kenai 
Peninsula.                      

Marie McCarty, Executive Director
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Victor Holm Cabin Shift Begins                                

Work began this 
spring on a special 

project to move the 
historic Victor Holm cabin 
away from the edge of 
the bluff above the Kasilof 
River.  Progressive erosion 
of the bluff over 100 years 
threatened to send the 
cabin crashing to the 
riverbed some 40 feet 
below, prompting KHLT to 
initiate a project to move 
the building to another 
spot on the property away 
from the bluff edge.

The cabin move is progressing under the skilled services of 
Gary Titus, Lynn Whitmore, Joey Allred, Mike Ryan and Alex 
Wilcox, Jay Brant General Contractors has been extremely 
generous in donating their time and expertise to oversee this 
delicate project. As of the writing of this article, the building 
is up on blocks, poised for the move once our spring breakup 
season is over. Stay tuned for a full report on the move in our 
fall newsletter.

KHLT accepted donation of the historically significant 1.37-
acre Victor Holm property in 1999, to maintain for its historic 
and cultural values. The site is listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places.  Funding for the cabin move was received through 
the Alaska State Historic Preservation Office, the Rasmuson 
Foundation, the Kasilof Regional Historic Association, and 
several generous individual KHLT members and supporters. 

Thank You and Good Luck, Dorothy!                                                                                                          

K achemak Heritage Land Trust extends a hearty thank you 
to Dorothy Melambianakis for her fantastic work as our 

Conservation Director from July 2007 through last November, 
when she left us to pursue graduate school in Anchorage.  

During her tenure as our Conservation Director, Dorothy used 
a wide array of special skills needed to effect a successful 
conservation acquisition and stewardship program.  Ongoing 
projects included monitoring KHLT properties and easements, 
creating management plans for our fee-owned properties, 
performing GIS mapping work, supervising interns, identifying 

potential new conservation projects, and helping to negotiate 
conservation easements and land acquisitions.  In addition she 
established a volunteer monitoring program for our fee-owned 
conservation land, helped rewrite land protection policies, 
managed the re-routing of our Calvin and Coyle Nature Trail 
with Homer Soil and Water Conservation District, and managed 
many other assorted projects.

We wish Dorothy success in her new adventures and are greatly 
appreciative of the effort and talent she brought to her work at 
KHLT!                                             

KHLT Welcomes New Conservation Director                                 

Mandy Bernard joined the staff of 
KHLT as our new Conservation 

Director on February 1st after 
driving up the Alcan from Colorado. 
Mandy has an undergraduate 
degree in Environmental Science 
from Roanoke College and a masters 
degree in Urban and Regional 
Planning from Virginia Tech.   Her 
thesis focused on the connection 
between local comprehensive plans, 
land use planning, and conservation 
easements.

Mandy previously worked as a city planner in Cheyenne, 
Wyoming, and most recently as a Colorado Conservation Trust 
Fellow in the mountains of Grand County.  She eagerly took the 
leap of moving to Homer with her husband and two dogs in 
the dead of winter to accept the Conservation Director position 
with KHLT.

She says, “I feel incredibly fortunate to continue my career in 
land conservation with such a dynamic, successful organization.  
The Kenai Peninsula is tremendously unique for its biodiversity, 
land use and conservation issues, and I’m looking forward to 
working on many challenging and rewarding projects - in a 
truly stunning location - for years to come.” 

In her first two months in Homer Mandy has enjoyed the 
diversity of wildlife around town and her neighborhood, and 
went through her first earthquake without missing a beat on 
the phone.  We look forward to working with our enthusiastic 
new Conservation Director!                    
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Mandy Bernard 
Conservation Director 

Bluff erosion July 2010   photo © KHLT
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KHLT adds
to Anchor River Conservation Corridor                                                        
Kachemak Heritage Land Trust recently purchased the 

11.76–acre Martin property located off the Old Sterling 
Highway in Anchor Point.  This property is the first acquired 
for permanent conservation through the land trust’s Lower 
Peninsula Wetlands Fund. Its selection as a priority parcel was 
based on its proximity to existing conservation properties, and 
the findings of research on the Anchor River done by Kachemak 
Bay Research Reserve, Homer Soil and Water Conservation 
District, and Cook Inletkeeper. The initial assessment of the 
habitat values of the Martin property and prioritization of 
parcels along the Anchor River was supported through a 
cooperative agreement between U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 
Coastal Program and KHLT.

The Martin property contains Anchor River frontage and side 
channels with nine acres of discharge slope wetlands, all-
important for salmon and water quality.  It is near the 64-acre 
Pate property owned for conservation by the land trust, the 
12-acre Clark property owned for conservation by Kachemak 
Moose Habitat Inc., and is across the river from property owned 
by Alaska Department of Natural Resources designated for 
moose habitat and public access under the Kenai Area Plan. 
The Anchor River bottomland provides winter moose browse 
and functions as part of a corridor from the North Fork moose 
wintering grounds. 
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Working with Homer Soil and Water Conservation District 
and Cook Inletkeeper, KHLT overlaid previously mapped 
priority areas on the Anchor with river reaches identified as 
providing cool water habitats important to salmon as stream 
temperatures rise due to climate change.  This information was 
used to identify which landowners to contact. 

According to Cook Inletkeeper stream ecologist Sue Mauger, 
“Water temperature plays a critical role in all phases of the 
salmonid lifecycle, especially in freshwater systems where 
fish hatch from eggs and later return to spawn.  Warm stream 
temperatures are frequently associated with increased stress 
in fish, making them increasingly vulnerable to pollution, 
predation and disease.”  Mauger continues, “By protecting key 
private parcels, the Land Trust is leading the way to ensure the 
long-term resilience of Anchor River salmon during this time of 
thermal change”.

Research by Kachemak Bay Research Reserve, in collaboration 
with Baylor University and the Smithsonian Environmental 
Research Center, found that it is important to maintain a 
diversity of habitats for juvenile salmon that spend at least a 
year in fresh water.  The combination of this research and the 
resulting maps helped Kachemak Heritage Land Trust articulate 
the significance of private land conservation along the Anchor 
River to priority landowners. 

Kachemak Bay Research Reserve biologist Coowe Walker said, 
“Kachemak Heritage Land Trust is leading the way for effective 
conservation by using science to guide its land acquisition and 
management strategies. This is the hope for sustaining salmon 
into the future.” 

KHLT is grateful for Bonnie Martin’s efforts to work with us to 
purchase her land.  Land along the Anchor River is a mosaic of 
State, Borough, and private properties whose owners have a 
variety of management objectives.  Healthy salmon habitat can 

only be maintained if relatively intact corridors of streamside 
land are protected from incompatible development. The 
purchase of the Martin property is part of our strategy to 
preserve ecologically significant land next to or near existing 
conservation parcels, maintaining linkages of habitat important 
to fish and wildlife.

“Completion of the Martin parcel purchase underscores how 
private landowners can work cooperatively with KHLT and 
other partners to protect habitat for salmon and other wildlife 
on the Anchor River”, said David Wigglesworth, manager of the 
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service Coastal Program. “Bonnie Martin is to 
be commended for her willingness to work with KHLT to protect 
this property for the benefit of present and future residents of 
the Kenai Peninsula”, Wigglesworth added.

Along the lower Anchor River, KHLT now owns a total of 131 
acres that together preserve two miles of the river’s banks, 
and has helped other conservation organizations acquire an 
additional 68 acres, spanning another mile of the river and 
containing wetlands important to the river’s health.  These 
acquisitions help fill gaps in the river corridor protected by the 
State Department of Natural Resources and the State Parks 
system.

Landowner Bonnie Martin responded to a KHLT outreach 
packet containing Kachemak Bay Research Reserve and Cook 
Inletkeeper research.  She stated, “I am excited and proud 
to a part of this conservation project. With so many habitats 
disappearing we all need to be concerned, and participate in 
any way we can to save the animals, fish and plants so valuable 
to us all.”

In 2010, the U.S. Department of Justice, on behalf of the 
Environmental Protection Agency, entered into a consent 
decree with the Alaska Department of Transportation and Public 
Facilities to resolve violations of the Clean Water Act.  In part, 
the consent decree required the Department of Transportation 
and Public Facilities to provide Kachemak Heritage Land Trust 
with $850,000 to be used to “acquire and permanently conserve 
riparian areas, for the preservation of water quality and salmon 
habitat, on the Anchor River, Ninilchik River, Deep Creek, or 
Stariski Creek watersheds on the Kenai Peninsula, Alaska.”  
These funds comprise KHLT’s Lower Peninsula Wetlands Fund 
and are restricted solely to the use described above.                  

“By protecting key private parcels, 
the Land Trust is leading the way 
to ensure the long-term resilience 
of Anchor River salmon during 
this time of thermal change”.

-Sue Mauger
Cook Inletkeeper Stream Ecologist
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The Pacific Coast Joint Venture                                                  
By Lynn Fuller
Alaska Coordinator, Pacific Coast Joint Venture

The Pacific Coast Joint Venture (PCJV) is one of 18 habitat joint 
ventures across the U.S. and Canada. Habitat Joint Ventures 

are public/private partnerships that work collaboratively to 
protect, restore and enhance habitats for birds and other 
wildlife. Nationwide, the habitat joint ventures have been 
bringing partners and resources together for twenty years to 
accomplish on-the-ground conservation projects. The PCJV 
territory includes the coastal regions of northern California, 
Oregon, Washington and British Columbia, and all of Hawaii 
and Alaska. Joint Ventures are closely aligned with the North 
American Wetland Conservation Act (NAWCA) grants program. 
NAWCA provides matching grants to regional partnerships to 
carry out wetlands conservation projects.

The PCJV has had a long association with Kachemak Heritage 
Land Trust.  KHLT and other partners on the Kenai Peninsula 
have used NAWCA grants to secure more than 1,500 acres of 
wetlands along the Anchor River floodplain, Beluga Wetlands 
and other areas of high conservation value.  The PCJV has 
also recognized that successful conservation projects require 
both people and organizational development, so they have 
supported capacity building at critical junctures. The PCJV 
recently funded a project through its small grants program 
that allowed all of Alaska’s land trusts to move a step closer to 
accreditation. 

Another priority for the PCJV is to encourage and support 
conservation and biological planning.  The Alaska PCJV was an 

early supporter 
of KHLT’s “Focused 
Conservation” parcel 
ranking project, which 
served as a model for 
other communities grappling 
with where to conserve land. PCJV more recently provided 
funds to allow KHLT staff to develop a management plan for 
the Stariski Meadows property.  

PCJV Alaska’s Strategic Plan highlights Kachemak Bay as one 
of the world’s most productive marine environments, and 
highlights the ecological importance of the wetlands complexes 
that drain into the Bay.  The use of Kachemak Bay’s tidal mudflats 
by up to 200,000 shorebirds during spring migration led to 
its designation as a Western Hemisphere Shorebird Reserve 
Network (WHSRN) site of international importance, and there 
are also several Audubon Important Bird Areas on the lower 
Kenai Peninsula.  

The PCJV also recognizes that habitat loss, land conversion 
to industrial or urban uses, spills and other threats have the 
potential to affect the intertidal and wetlands that make 
these habitats of such high value. The PCJV hopes to continue 
working with KHLT and its partners on additional projects that 
ensure the long-term ecological health of habitats on the Kenai 
Peninsula.                               

Stariski Meadows Property Plan Evolves                                                   
K achemak Heritage Land Trust has received a matching 

grant from the Pacific Coast Joint Venture to assist with 
management of our 258-acre Stariski Meadows property 
and help us move closer to completion of national land trust 
accreditation requirements.

The Stariski Meadows property is habitat for waterfowl, cranes, 
and moose and contains significant wetlands surrounding over 
8,000 feet of anadromous Stariski Creek.  Three conservation 
easements held by KHLT cover another nearby 68 acres.

The grant from Pacific Coast Joint Venture will help us to 
complete a new management plan for the Stariski Meadows 
property and create signage indicating KHLT’s involvement 
with the land so that neighbors and others recognize its 
conservation value and status. 

A portion of the required matching funds for this grant have 
been received from the Mountaineers Foundation, and we are 
the seeking the remaining funds to complete this important 
project.                                  
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KHLT Internship 
Leads to Land Trust Career                                                              
Megan Wardo

This spring, Marie contacted me to see if I would be willing 
to write a newsletter article for the KHLT newsletter talking 

about what I went on to do after my summer internship at 
KHLT in 2003.  As I started to think about what I would say in 
an article, I realized that rather than writing an article I should 
really be writing a thank you letter to KHLT.

From an early age, I have been interested in working in the 
environmental field and have always wanted to find a way to 
translate my love of the outdoors and hiking into a career.  As 
I was studying at Duke University, getting a Masters degree 
in Environmental Management, I used my summers to test 
out potential careers.  In the summer of 2003, I found myself 
on the way to Homer, Alaska to work for KHLT as a summer 
stewardship intern.  I arrived with high expectations for the 
summer and found that my experience far exceeded anything I 
could have hoped for.  

I couldn’t believe that I was getting paid to spend time hiking 
around outside on beautiful properties monitoring KHLT’s 
conservation easements.  As the summer went on I learned 
more about developing conservation easement projects.  I was 
amazed at what an effective tool a conservation easement can 
be for protecting ecosystems and wildlife habitat, open space 
for scenic enjoyment or recreation, and places with historic or 
cultural values.  The real turning point for me, however, was 
getting to meet some of the landowners who had donated 
easements to KHLT.  I particularly remember my first trip out 
to Toby Tyler’s property.  On that trip, I realized that through 
easements you can provide many benefits to the public, but 
you also have the opportunity to work with landowners who 
are amazing stewards of the land and help them permanently 
protect their stewardship ethics and legacy.  I was hooked.

After graduating from Duke, I was lucky enough to find a job 
with the Piedmont Land Conservancy in Greensboro, NC.  
In that job, I was able to split my time between monitoring 
conservation easements and developing new conservation 
projects.  The landscape was very different from Homer, but 
the landowners and their motivations were very similar to 
those I had met through KHLT.  I worked with the Piedmont 
Land Conservancy for 1.5 years working to conserve a farmland 
corridor that not only protected working farms, including a 

sustainable goat farm, but also a clean water supply for the 
local residents.

In 2005, I moved out to California and started work for the 
Pacific Forest Trust, a land trust dedicated to working with 
private forestland owners.  I am currently the Program Director 
for their Klamath-Cascade Region, an area that covers 11 
million acres in northern California and southern Oregon.  In 
this position, I have had the opportunity to work with smaller 
ranchland owners with incredible wetlands and Sandhill Crane 
habitat, and industrial timber companies willing to commit to 
sustainable forestry practices through conservation easements.

I will never forget the summer that I spent with KHLT and am 
forever grateful to Marie, Barb and Jim for teaching me the 
skills to build a career in land trust work, and to the community 
of Homer and the KHLT board members and landowners who 
showed me how inspiring and rewarding this type of work can 
be.                       

Former KHLT intern Megan Wardo on the job in the Sierra Nevada
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Land Trust Accreditation - 
What’s it all about?                                                   

T he work performed by land trusts is incredibly complex, 
involving real estate transactions tied to special 

Federal tax regulations, public funds restrictions, perpetual 
stewardship, and complicated legal issues. The success of a 
land trust hinges on donors’ confidence that their gifts are 
being used in an ethical way for real public benefit.

The Land Trust Alliance, the national convener, strategist 
and representative of more than 1,700 land trusts across 
America, developed a set of standards and practices in 1989 
at the urging of land trusts that believed a strong land trust 
community depends on the credibility and effectiveness of 
all its members. The Land Trust Standards and Practices are 
regularly scrutinized and periodically revised.

The Land Trust Accreditation Commission, formed in 2006 as 
an independent program of the Land Trust Alliance, provides 
independent verification of the 26 indicator practices from 
Land Trust Standards and Practices that show a land trust’s 
ability to operate in an ethical, legal and technically sound 
manner and ensure the long-term protection of land in the 
public interest.

 “The success of every charity depends on public trust, and 
this is especially important for the land conservation groups 
that handle billions each year in tax incentives, public 
funds, and charitable gifts. The new land trust accreditation 
program gives land trusts, like universities, hospitals, and 
museums, the opportunity to be publicly recognized for 
their excellence and ethics. I have been impressed at how 
quickly this program has won the confidence of Congress 
and the IRS, and I commend the Land Trust Alliance for 
serving as a national model for self-regulation.”

– Diana Aviv, President and CEO, Independent Sector

Kachemak Heritage Land Trust is working through the 
demanding process of accreditation so that you can be 
reassured that our organization meets the highest standards 
for our profession. You might say it’s all about keeping the 
trust in your land trust.                 

Enhanced Easement Incentive Renewed Through 2011
Generous landowners who donate voluntary conservation 
easements to Kachemak Heritage Land Trust are inspired 
by many things: they love the Kenai Peninsula, they feel 
connected to their land, and they wish to leave a legacy for 
future generations.  This inspiration is central to our work 
to permanently protect valuable natural resources.  But for 
almost all of our donors, donating a conservation easement 
is a major financial decision, and the federal income tax 
deduction that comes with a donation helps make easements 
possible for landowners in our community.  

Thanks in part to Representative Don Young, Congress last 
year renewed a 2006 incentive that enables family farmers, 
ranchers, and other moderate-income landowners to get a 
significant tax benefit for donating a conservation easement 
on their land.  The legislation allows easement donors to:

•	 Deduct up to 50% of their adjusted gross income in any 
year (up from 30%); 

•	 Deduct up to 100% of their adjusted gross income if the 
majority of that income came from farming, ranching or 
forestry; and 

•	 Continue to take deductions for as long as 16 years 
(previously 6 years).

Total deductions are limited to actual loss in market value of 
the land due to easement restrictions, and do not cover all of 
the easement donor’s associated expenses.  

This invaluable conservation tool has helped Kachemak 
Heritage Land Trust work with willing landowners to protect 
508 acres through conservation easements since it was first 
enacted in 2006, but the incentive benefits are currently set 
to expire December 31, 2011.

The enhanced easement incentive is an essential conservation 
tool at a time when land conservation needs all the resources 
it can muster.  But looming end dates for the incentive are 
frustrating for landowners and hamper strategic conservation 
efforts.  KHLT is very pleased that Representative Young 
recently became one of the now 226 co-sponsors of House 
legislation to make the enhanced incentive permanent.  

Land conservation takes a team to be successful.  We 
thank all of our conservation land and easement donors, 
Representative Don Young, and all of our KHLT members and 
other financial supporters for their invaluable contributions!  

To learn more about the enhanced incentive, 
visit the Land Trust Alliance website at: 
www.lta.org/easementincentive. 
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Strategic Giving with Securities                                           
C ash is usually the first option that comes to mind when 

a potential donor is considering a gift to a non-profit 
organization.  A cash donation has the advantage of being a 
simple and straightforward transaction.  The donor knows how 
much he or she can realistically afford, and the recipient knows 
the exact value of the donation.

While cash is always a welcome gift, it may not always be the 
best option for the donor.  Those with stock portfolios may 
want to consider gifts of appreciated securities to Kachemak 
Heritage Land Trust instead of cash, taking advantage of 
potential income and estate tax savings while advancing our 
important conservation work.

A gift of appreciated securities held for more than one year 
is generally tax deductible for the fair market value of the 
securities at the time of the donation, and the appreciation in 
value goes untaxed.  This is better for both the donor and the 
recipient than selling the securities, paying the capital gains tax 
on the appreciated value, and then donating the reduced cash 
balance for a smaller potential income tax deduction. 

If the fair market value of the gift exceeds the maximum 
charitable gift deduction allowed in one year (based on the 

donor’s adjusted gross income), the excess deduction can be 
carried forward over five more years. 

  

KHLT is unable to offer specific tax or other legal advice. For specific 
advice about your potential tax benefits from donating cash or 
securities, we strongly recommend that you consult your attorney 
or qualified financial advisor.                                     

Membership Matters                                                                          
“I made a donation for your grant match last fall – why are you asking for more money to renew my membership?”

Your membership matters! Membership donations provide 
KHLT with funds that can be used wherever they are most 

needed at the time to accomplish our conservation goals.  

While grants are a principal source of revenue for KHLT, they are 
almost always awarded for specific projects, sometimes even 
just certain aspects of a project. Grant funds are restricted to 
those uses specified by the grantor. Sometimes the funds come 
as a “matching grant” where KHLT is required to raise additional 
funding for the project from other sources. The funds that 
KHLT raises for a grant match are restricted to the same specific 
purposes as the original grant funds.

Project expenses allowed by grants at best cover only a portion 
of the total staff time, and they often do not support overhead 
costs. Hence revenue for payroll and other general operating 
expenses must usually come from other sources.

Membership donations are unrestricted funds vital to covering 
our general operating expenses. These are the funds that 
enable us to hire qualified staff, purchase office supplies, and 
pay our utility bills. Without these unrestricted funds we would 
be unable to carry out our conservation mission.

Memberships are also an important indicator of community 
support for our mission and work. Proof of community support 
helps us to obtain vital grants from funders who must choose 
a limited number of recipients from numerous applicants vying 
for limited funds. 

So remember, your membership matters - thank you for being a 
member of Kachemak Heritage Land Trust!                                      
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KHLT’s Beautiful Conservation 
Property on Kenai River for Sale                              
Small house and guest cabin with huge garage/shop on 
6.98 acres across from Bing’s Landing at Kenai River mile 
40 includes 5.8 acres on the mainland plus adjacent 1.18-
acre island.  This spectacular property has views up and 
down the river, and to the Kenai Mountains. The property is 
protected with a conservation easement held by Kachemak 
Heritage Land Trust.

Diverse habitat supports moose, black bear, lynx, beaver, 
river otter, waterfowl, eagles, owls, songbirds, and more!  
All species of Pacific salmon inhabit the waters, including 
prized Coho and Chinook, plus Dolly Varden and Rainbow 
trout. 

For more information or a viewing, please contact Bill 
Hutchinson of Freedom Realty in Soldotna at 907-262-1770 
or 398-7347, or email bill@freedomrealty.com.  The listing 
can be found online at www.freedomrealty.com/. 

The Value of Trade Land                                                                                                       

Some of you may recognize the Kenai River property for sale as one donated to Kachemak 
Heritage Land Trust as “trade land” by the late Dale Bondurant. While this particular 

property has a conservation easement in place, KHLT can also accept donations of non-
conservation trade land. 

Non-conservation trade land is real estate without significant conservation merit, donated 
with the explicit understanding that the property will be sold and the proceeds used for 
the acquisition and stewardship of other property that meets KHLT’s selection criteria for 
conservation. Trade land might consist of a city lot, a condominium, commercial property, a 
single family home, or other real estate.  

A trade land donor may qualify for a substantial income tax deduction based upon the 
appraised value of the donation, and avoid the potential capital gains tax generated by 
a regular market sale. The donor also has the great satisfaction of knowing that his or her 
gift will leverage the protection of significant conservation land that might otherwise be 
compromised.

Trade land donations are an invaluable source of funds to 
bolster reserves for the demands of perpetual stewardship 
and legal defense of conservation easements. If you have 
real estate of any type that you would like to donate to KHLT, 
please contact Marie McCarty at 907-235-3678, or email Marie@
KachemakLandTrust.org. 

KHLT is unable to offer specific tax or other legal advice. For specific 
advice about your potential tax benefits from donating trade land, 
we strongly recommend that you consult your attorney or qualified 
financial advisor.                     
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Thank You to our
Valued Business Members                                  

 » 2-2 Tango
 » Alaska Rivers Company
 » Alaska Timberframe Inc.
 » Alaska Wildland Adventures, Inc.
 » Alaskan Gamefisher
 » Alderfer Group
 » Bay Excursions LLC
 » Bay Realty Inc.
 » Best Western Bidarka Inn
 » Chihuly’s Charters
 » Derry & Associates
 » Eayrs Plumbing & Heating
 » Era Aviation
 » F/V Kelsey
 » Haas and Spigelmyer
 » Home Run Oil
 » Homer Air Service
 » Homer Electric Association
 » Homer Theatre
 » Homer Veterinary Clinic
 » Homer’s Jeans
 » Jay-Brant General Contractors
 » Kachemak Bay Ferry, Inc.
 » Latitude 59
 » Law Office of Daniel Westerburg
 » Loopy Lupine Distribution LLC
 » Magic Canyon Ranch B&B
 » Marine Services of AK, Inc.
 » Moose Run Metalsmiths
 » Preventive Dental Services
 » Seaman’s Adventures
 » Smokey Bay Air
 » Spenard Builders Supply, Inc.
 » Wild North Photography
 » Wilderness Garden Day Spa

Project Funders                         
The work of Kachemak Heritage Land Trust would not be 
possible without the support of major funders who share our 
conservation ethic and vision.  Kachemak Heritage Land Trust 
has been awarded grants from numerous generous foundations, 
as well as federal and state agencies and corporate funders.

Thank you to our most recent and current funders:
 » Alaska State Historic Preservation Office
 » ConocoPhillips
 » ESRI
 » Kasilof Regional Historic Association
 » Land Trust Alliance
 » Pacific Coast Joint Venture
 » Rasmuson Foundation
 » Sons of the American Legion
 » The City of Homer
 » The Homer Foundation
 » The Mountaineers Foundation
 » The Webb Family Fund of the Pikes Peak    

Community Foundation
 » True North Foundation
 » U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service Coastal Program
 » Vanguard Charitable Endowment Program

KHLT also extends special thanks to OASIS Environmental, Inc. 
for sponsoring Birding Though Art, a Kachemak Bay Shorebird 
Festival event to benefit our organization.
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Preserving, for public benefit, land on Alaska’s Kenai Peninsula 
with significant natural, recreational, or cultural values 
by working with willing landowners.

www.KachemakLandTrust.org

315 Klondike Avenue
Homer,  Alaska  99603

Thank You to all the Generous November 2010 Perpetuity Party Donors     

Auction Donors
2 - 2 Tango	 •	 Alaska Gamefisher	 •	 Alaska Rivers 
Company	 •	 Alaska Wildland Adventures	 •	 Anahata 
Alaska	•	Sydney Bishop	•	Katherine Carovano	•	Roger 
& Denice Clyne	•	Captain’s Coffee	•	Dave Brann	•	Eayrs 
Plumbing & Heating	 •	Era Aviation	 •	Nina Faust & Ed 
Bailey	 •	Full Circle Farm	 •	Grant Aviation	 •	Homer Air 
Service	 •	 Homer Bookstore	 •	 Homer News	 •	 Homer 
Saw & Cycle	•	Homer Theatre	•	Homer Tribune 	•	Homer 
Veterinary Clinic	•	Larsen Klingel	•	Law Office of Daniel 
Westerburg	 •	Marian Beck	 •	Moose Run Metalsmiths  
•	 Toni Maury	 •	 Mike & Cathy McCarthy	 •	 Michelle 
Michaud	 •	 Bill Palmer & Shirley Fedora	 •	 Richard 
Purington	 •	 Seaman’s	 Adventures	 •	 Small	 Potatoes	
Lumber	 •	Smokey Bay Air	 •	 Suburban	 Propane	 •	Taz	
Tally	•	The Grog Shop	•	Toby Tyler	•	Two Sisters Bakery	•	
Wild North Photography	•	Wilderness Garden Day Spa 

Debra Leisek/Bay Realty & 

Angie Newby/Homer Real Estate

complimentary advertising

Wasabi’s

beautiful venue, great food, gracious staff

Gary Thomas:

ever the auctioneer extraordinaire

Thank you to all of our enthusiastic guests for your 
amazing show of support!
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